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Dear Visitors,

B
efore you is the catalogue for an exhibition organised 
by the A&A Interior Gallery, presenting some of 
the most valuable objects from the rich Stanković 
Collection, which is closely connected with the 
maritime tradition of the Bay of Kotor. The Stanković 
Collection of artworks and antiquities is the result 

of thirty years of dedicated work by Dušan Stanković, a certified 
court expert in antiquities since 2004, whose passion for fine art, 
antiques and heritage has shaped this remarkable ensemble.

Since ancient times, the Bay of Kotor and its inhabitants have 
been inseparably linked to the sea. Surrounded on the landward 
side by steep and rugged mountains, the bay has always been 
naturally turned towards the maritime world. From this enduring, 
centuries-long dialogue between people and the sea emerged 
a rich history and maritime tradition that profoundly shaped 
the identity and destiny of the region's population. The objects 
presented in this exhibition bear witness to one of the most 
intriguing periods in local history and seafaring – the transition 
from the 19th to the 20th century – while also evoking some of 
the most significant historical events of the area, such as the 
photograph of the Montenegrin royal family and their relatives, 
taken during the coronation of King Nikola I in 1910 at Cetinje.

The maritime life of Boka began developing at the dawn 
of civilisation, dating back to the earliest human settlements 
in the region. This is evidenced by the cave drawing of a ship 
in Lipci, as well as references to Illyrian pirates in the works 
of Roman historians at the turn of the eras. From the Illyrians, 
through Greek colonists, the Roman period, the arrival of the 
Slavs and up to the golden age of Boka's seafaring from the 
17th to the 19th century, the very notion of Boka was virtually 
synonymous with the sea.

The transition from the 19th to the 20th century marked a 
time of major changes. New technologies and inventions left 
a strong imprint on Boka's maritime world. With the arrival of 
Austrian – and later Austro-Hungarian – rule, wooden sailing 
ships were replaced by steam vessels, and Boka became one of 
the most important naval and maritime bases on the Adriatic. 
Improved travel routes and more frequent maritime connections 
attracted travellers and correspondents from across the world, as 
reflected in several objects showcased here.
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At the same time, increased military and naval presence 
required more precise mapping of the bay, resulting in 
representative examples of late 19th-century maritime cartography 
included in this exhibition. These old maps may well be the most 
valuable part of the collection, for they testify to a period of rapid 
development and modernisation while also conveying the spirit 
of an era in which cartography became essential for navigation. 
They are not only relics of maritime heritage but vivid records 
of what Boka looked like at the turn of the century: the size and 
distribution of its settlements, its much sparser urban fabric and 
the contours of its coastline nearly 150 years ago.

Special value is added to the collection by an Italian maritime 
manual from 1875, as well as old photographs of Dubrovnik and 
its fortifications from 1905. Particularly significant are the sheets 
from Coronelli's 17th-century atlas – a globally renowned work 
and one of the most celebrated relics of the maritime history of 
Venice and its dominions.

The collection also includes French engravings from the 
18th century, advertising brochures for outboard motors from 
the 1930s and photographs of Yugoslav merchant ships of the 
1950s that maintained maritime connections with Boka. A true 
highlight of the collection is the blueprint of a motorboat from 
1926, commissioned by Count Luković and based on the model 
registered in the Royal Yugoslav Navy as the "Court Boat of His 
Majesty", used on ceremonial occasions. Although the boat 
appears never to have been completed, this does not diminish 
the historical significance or appeal of the design.

A particular curiosity in the collection is a set of three 
photographs taken during the coronation of King Nikola I in 
1910 at Cetinje. These valuable records of Montenegrin history 
stand out both because of the occasion – the proclamation 
of Montenegro as a kingdom – and because of the prominent 
individuals captured in them.

In the first photograph, standing are: Princess Vjera, Grand 
Duke Nikolai Nikolaevich Romanov, Prince Franz Joseph of 
Battenberg, Princess Xenia, Crown Prince Danilo, Prince Mirko, 
Princess Natalija Obrenović and Prince Petar. Seated are: King 
Victor Emmanuel of Italy, Milica Petrović Juta (of Mecklenburg-
Strelitz), Queen Elena of Italy (Regina Elena), Queen Milena, 
King Nikola, Grand Duchess Milica Romanov and Princess Anna 
of Battenberg. Seated on the carpet are Crown Prince Alexander 
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Karađorđević, Princess Galitzine – Marina Petrovna and Princess 
Jelena Karađorđević.

In the second, official offset photograph, the arrangement 
differs slightly. Standing are: Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaevich 
Romanov, Prince Franz Battenberg, Princess Vjera, Princess Xenia, 
Crown Prince Danilo, Prince Mirko and Prince Petar. Seated are: 
Milica Petrović Juta (of Mecklenburg-Strelitz), Princess Anna 
of Battenberg, Queen Elena, Queen Milena, King Nikola, Grand 
Duchess Milica Romanov, King Victor Emmanuel and Princess 
Natalija. On the carpet are Princess Jelena Karađorđević, Princess 
Marina Petrovna Romanova and Prince Alexander Karađorđević.

Many of these individuals would soon be swept into the 
vortex of historical events that would change the fate of the 
world and the lives of millions.

As can be seen from all the above, the collection before you 
offers a unique insight into the past of this region and, through 
its value, surpasses its geographical boundaries, making it more 
than worthy of your attention and interest. It is a rare and precious 
opportunity to glimpse, even briefly, the breath of times long gone. 

Dražen Jovanović
Historian & Curator
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Map of Slavonia, Croatia, Bosnia  
and part of Dalmatia  
by cartographer G. Mercator.  
Copperplate engraving with  
hand-coloured details. 1595
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Pages 161 and 162 from the travelogue Ifolario del P. Coronelli.  
Engraving by Vincenzo Maria Coronelli.  
Venice, Italy. Second half of the 17th century
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Map of ports and anchorages in Dalmatia and Albania.  
From the Austrian Government survey of 1870.  
From Port Molonta to Malaluka Bay, showing  
approaches to Port Kotor. With an inset map of Port Budva.  
Published at the Admiralty on 1 August 1878,  
under the superintendence of Captain F. J. Evans, London
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Map of anchorages and narrows in the Gulf of Kotor.  
Designed according to the topographical survey by the  
Imperial and Royal Military Geographical Institute in 1883,  
and the hydrographical survey in 1884. Austro-Hungarian  
Imperial and Royal War Navy. Cartography Institute, Pula. 1913
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Map of Kotor.  
Designed from the survey of Imperial  
and Royal Line ship Captain T. Oesterreicher in 1870.  
Austro-Hungarian Imperial and Royal War Navy.  
Cartography Institute, Pula. 1892
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Map of Istria, Umago and Parenzo.  
Designed from the survey of the Imperial  
and Royal Line ship Captain T. Oesterreicher in 1867.  
Austro-Hungarian Imperial and Royal War Navy.  
Cartography Institute, Pula. 1890
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Map of Dalmatia and the island of Brazza.  
Designed from the survey of the Imperial  
and Royal Frigate Captain T. Oesterreicher in 1869.  
Austro-Hungarian Imperial and Royal War Navy.  
Cartography Institute, Pula. 1892
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Map of Albania, Montenegro and the Drin Gulf.  
Designed from the survey of the Imperial  
and Royal Frigate Captain T. Oesterreicher in 1870.  
Austro-Hungarian Imperial and Royal War Navy.  
Cartography Institute, Pula. 1892
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Map of Dalmatia, Montenegro and Albania, 
with port plans of Antivari, Durres and S. Giovanni di Medua.  
Designed from the survey of the Imperial  
and Royal Line ship Captain T. Oesterreicher in 1870.  
Austro-Hungarian Imperial and Royal War Navy.  
Cartography Institute, Pula. 1892
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Map of the Northern Part of Turkey in Europe,  
including Ancient Illyricum, Dacia, Moesia,  
etc. 18th–19th centuries
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Map of European Turkey, Greece  
and the Ionian Islands.  
Published by Justus Perthes, Gotha,  
Germany. 19th century
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Map of Kotor.  
Published by the Geographical Institute  
of the JNA. Based on the 1930 survey,  
amended in 1967
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Captain’s Manual for Navigation Rules. 
Compiled by Carlo Zamara. 
Trieste Printing House, Sons of C. Amati, 1875



Page from a journal recording ships  
and passengers arriving at the port.  
Signed and dated 1853
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Marine. Plan, profile and elevation of the chain  
pump used to pump water from the Rochefort dry docks.  
Copper engraving by Benard Direxit from  
the Encyclopaedia of Denis Diderot, Paris, 1765
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Marine.  
Copper engraving by Benard Direxit from  
the Encyclopaedia of Denis Diderot, Paris, 1765
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Marine. Plan of the dry docks built at Rochefort  
for the construction of the King’s ships.  
Copper engraving by Benard Direxit from  
the Encyclopaedia of Denis Diderot, Paris, 1765

Depicted is a dry dock for the construction of a royal ship on the River Charente.
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Cetinje.
Engraved and printed by the Art Institution  
of the Austrian Lloyd in Trieste, based on the work  
of the engraver Johann Richter. Mid-19th century



31



32

Members of the Montenegrin Royal family  
and guests at the coronation of King Nikola I on Cetinje.  
1910. Gelatin silver print

Standing are: Princess Vjera, Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaevich Romanov,  
Prince Franz Joseph of Battenberg, Princess Xenia, Crown Prince Danilo, Prince Mirko, 
Princess Natalija Obrenović and Prince Petar. Seated are: King Victor Emmanuel of Italy,  
Milica Petrović Juta (of Mecklenburg-Strelitz), Queen Elena of Italy (Regina Elena),  
Queen Milena, King Nikola, Grand Duchess Milica Romanov and Princess Anna of Battenberg. 
Seated on the carpet are Crown Prince Alexander Karađorđević, Princess Galitzine –  
Marina Petrovna and Princess Jelena Karađorđević.
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Members of the Montenegrin Royal family  
and guests at the coronation of King Nikola I on Cetinje.  
1910. Offset print

Standing are: Grand Duke Nikolai Nikolaevich Romanov, Prince Franz Battenberg,  
Princess Vjera, Princess Xenia, Crown Prince Danilo, Prince Mirko and Prince Petar.  
Seated are: Milica Petrović Juta (of Mecklenburg-Strelitz), Princess Anna of Battenberg,  
Queen Elena, Queen Milena, King Nikola, Grand Duchess Milica Romanov,  
King Victor Emmanuel and Princess Natalija. On the carpet are Princess Jelena Karađorđević, 
Princess Marina Petrovna Romanova and Prince Alexander Karađorđević.
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King Nikola I Petrović-Njegoš, the last monarch  
of Montenegro (1860–1918).  
Gelatin silver print
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The Prince of Montenegro’s palace at Cetinje. 
Engraving. 19th century
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Dubrovnik, 1905.  
Photography, fine art printing.  
Atelier J. Toshovich, Dubrovnik – Raguse
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Dubrovnik. View from the Gradac orchard, 1905.  
Photography, fine art printing.  
Atelier J. Toshovich, Dubrovnik – Raguse
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Dubrovnik. View from the water tower, 1905. 
Photography, fine art printing. 
Atelier J. Toshovich, Dubrovnik – Raguse
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Dubrovnik. Fortified walls and the Mincheta fortress, 1905. Photography, fine art 
printing. 
Atelier J. Toshovich, Dubrovnik – Raguse
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Marine. 
Engraving by A. Lambertini. 19th century
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The blueprint of a motorboat, commissioned by Count Luković  
and based on the model registered in the Royal Yugoslav Navy  
as the Court Boat of His Majesty, used in ceremonial occasions.
Signed and dated 1926

The boat appears never to have been completed.
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The blueprint of a motorboat, commissioned by Count Luković  
and based on the model registered in the Royal Yugoslav Navy  
as the Court Boat of His Majesty, used in ceremonial occasions.
Signed and dated 1926

The boat appears never to have been completed.
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Yugoslav passenger ship Sinj.  
The last steamer on the Yugoslav sea coast.  
Built in 1938, scrapped in 1978.  
Page from a magazine layout
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Yugoslav ship Dinara in Venice.  
Page from a magazine layout
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Advertising brochure for Elto Outboard Motors, 1936

Produced for only two years, the Elto Cub is an interesting episode in the history of the 
outboard motor industry in the USA. Weighing only 8.5 pounds, this 0.5-horsepower motor 
was advertised as the “world’s lightest outboard” when introduced in 1939. The Elto Cub filled  
a small niche in the outboard market of the late 1930s. Its price of $29.50 appealed to 
Depression-era budgets. Owing to its light weight, the Cub was suitable only for the  
lightest-duty use. The Cub was discontinued in 1941, and the Elto brand name was soon retired.
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Advertising brochure for Johnson Motor und Boot Kombination, 1930

Johnson Outboards was an American manufacturer of outboard motors 
founded by brothers Louis, Harry, Julius and Clarence Johnson. The Johnson brothers  
held over two hundred patents and revolutionised the American outboard motor.  
In 1931, an over-ambitious marketing programme failed to yield a return  
on investment, and the American company went bankrupt.
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Aqua Residences, Porto Montenegro 
+382 67 135 965

office@aainterior.me
www.aainterior.me

@aainterior.me

Based in Porto Montenegro and working internationally, A&A Interior 

offers full-service residential and hospitality design for both interiors and 

exteriors, project management, delivery of furniture and art objects, and 

more. Established by professionals with global experience, the A&A team has 

designed some of the most prestigious apartments and villas in the Adriatic 

region. Many of them published in Architectural Digest, ELLE, Vogue and 

other publications, which have featured A&A as one of the leading design 

studios in the Adriatic region.

As a gallery space, A&A offers clients and visitors a curated program of art 

exhibitions, poetry readings, musical perfomances, cinema nights, and lectures.

A&A Interior provides A-class service, granting access to the world’s leading 

interior brands while fostering exceptional relationships with our clients and 

partners.
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